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January 31, 2023 

Writing this introduction, I began asking myself “who reads this anyways and what is the point?” Like so many 
things in the world, is this simply a collection of words and stories vying for my attention? For some, it’s like 
directions on a middle school worksheet–something to skip over so I can get to the part that is important to me. 

While this may seem like a random assortment of stories and insights, it can still serve an important function. 
Recently, schools have been somewhat shut off from the outside world. Students show up at our door at 7:45 
and we return them to you at 2:40. Unsure what transpired for a third of their day, your 7th grade son simply 
says “it was good”.  

Although these introductions seem like an inconvenient interruption to your pursuit of information, they hopefully 
serve an important purpose–to tell a story. They provide insight into what happens during the day while 
highlighting how God is working in our halls and classrooms. 

We want to share stories of 8th grade boys asking a teacher to create a Friday morning Bible study so they can 
spend time with their classmates in Scripture. We want to share stories of students after a Spiritual Emphasis 
Week breaking down in tears, because for the first time, God felt real to them. We want to highlight stories from 
7th grade camp when students openly expressed to their classmates concerns of “not being enough” or their 
struggles with anxiety and friendship–some so impacted by what they heard that they apologized to a classmate 
for how they treated them.  

That is the point of this introduction; to tell the story. The true stories. The compelling stories. We enjoy sharing 
because we are excited about what is happening at HCS. A trusting relationship is founded on knowing 
someone’s story, so thanks for reading and listening to ours.   

!  
Chris Achterhof 
Middle School Principal  
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Early Release 
This Friday, February 3 is an early release day, with dismissal at 11:10 a.m.  Our staff will be engaged in 
valuable professional development during this afternoon. Hudsonville Public buses will run as normal but 
students riding Unity buses will need to arrange for transportation home. 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to 8th Grader Aidan Dykstra.  Aidan auditioned for and was selected to perform with the 
Michigan All-State Middle School Band.  Aidan was just one of 6 percussionists selected from the entire State of 
Michigan. He performed last week Saturday at the DeVos Performance Hall in downtown Grand Rapids.  Great 
work Aidan! 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Parent/Teacher Conferences are scheduled for February 14 & 16 for students in Young 5s - 8th grade. School 
will be in session regular hours on both conference days. There will be childcare available in the East Gym at 
the elementary school during your conference time. There will be no school for 3 School through 8th Grade on 
Friday, February 17 and Monday, February 20. 



HCS School Board  
The Hudsonville Christian School Board is seeking applications to fill two at-large board positions for terms 
beginning for the 2023-2024 school year.  Our 9-seat board is composed of members from our supporting 
churches as well as at-large positions.  The vote for new board members will occur at the HCS Society meeting 
on March 20, 2023.  If you would like to apply for the HCS Board, please do so by completing an application by 
February 15.  Applications are available in the school office. If you have any questions about this process, 
please contact either Fig VanderMolen, school board President (fvandermolen@4hcs.org) or Kristen Mulder, 
school board Vicar (kmulder@4hcs.org).  Thank you for joining us in prayer for wisdom and willing hearts as we 
discern the leaders that God would place in these positions. 

Friend + Follow @HudsonvilleChristian 
For the latest stories about what is happening around the Elementary and Middle Schools, make sure to follow 
@HudsonvilleChristian on Facebook or Instagram!  
https://www.instagram.com/hudsonvillechristian 
https://www.facebook.com/hudsonvillechristian 

Moms in Prayer 
We live in a culture that seeks to blind our children to the reality of God's love for them. Praying with other 
moms for our children and our school breaks through these barriers, impacting them for Christ.  This week 
Friday Moms in Prayer will be meeting at the Middle School 8:00-9:00 a.m. Check in at the main office and they 
will direct you where to go. We will be focused on praying for the staff and students in grades 1 and 2 this week.  
See you there! 

Tuition Assistance – FACTS Program  
Hudsonville Christian will again be participating in FACTS, a grant application program. Families who wish to 
apply for tuition assistance will need to use the FACTS application format online via their confidential website. 
The application fee will be paid by HCS. The FACTS organization will analyze the information of each applicant. 
Through FACTS, HCS has the ability to more evenly distribute available tuition assistance funds based upon 
factual information the families provide in the application. Please note that any additional information provided in 
the Comments section at the end of the application is very helpful when making the decision for distribution. 

Parents who have children in more than one EOCS school need only to fill out the application one time — the 
information will be available to the schools where their children attend. The FACTS online website application is 
available now. Please contact FACTS at 1-866-315-9262 with any questions. The deadline for submitting this 
application is March 31. For registration please go to www.factsmgt.com. 
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Early Childhood Enrollment 
Early Childhood enrollment is now open!  We will have an open enrollment window until January 31, and 
classes will be formed on February 1.  You will be notified about class placement at the beginning of March!  
You may visit our website for additional information on our early childhood classes.   If you have any questions, 
you may reach out to Julie Moes, our Early Childhood Director, at jmoes@4hcs.org.    

!  

Chapel 
This Friday students will gather in the east gym for chapel from 10:00-10:25 AM. Parents are welcome to join us 
and may enter through the kitchen doors.  

Hot Lunch 
The menu as well as other information on the Elementary Hot Lunch Program provided by JenHud Food 
Service can be found on the JenHud Food Service website.  

Save the Date! 
Get ready to Shake, Rattle and Roll at the HCS Father/Daughter or Mother/Son Sock Hop! This event will be for 
students in Y5s - 5th grade. We will be warming up the jukebox with music and games and have treats at the 
popsicle stand.  Father/daughter will be held on Friday, March 17 from 6-8. Mother/son will take place on 
Saturday, March 18 from 6-8. More information is coming soon! 

https://www.instagram.com/hudsonvillechristian
https://www.facebook.com/hudsonvillechristian
http://www.factsmgt.com/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/preschool/preschool/
mailto:jmoes@4hcs.org
https://www.jenhudfood.org/
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Chapel  
● Tuesday, January 31 -  Led by Jen Large 
● Thursday, February 2 -  Led by  Mrs. Hoekstra’s Homeroom  

Students and staff will gather in the south gym for chapel from 7:55-8:25AM. Parents are welcome to join us!  If 
you would like to view the Middle School Chapels at a later time, you can also find recordings on our website- 
Chapel. 

Hot Lunch  
Hot Lunch this week will be Jets pizza for $2.50/slice and pop (limit 1)/chips $.50 each 
The hot lunch menu is available on our website.  

Sixth Grade Skating Party 
Students received a handout yesterday about a 6th grade skating party on Wednesday, February 8 after school 
at the RollerXscape in Holland.  There will be bus transportation and you will need to pick up your student at 
5:45 at the middle school.  Cost is $8.00 at the door. 

Sensational Science Day 
Sensational Science Day is coming to the Middle School - Friday, April 28 This year our special focus is on the 
fields of Science. Soon all the middle school students will choose topics of research and investigation. 
Experiments will be designed and completed, in-depth research will be done on topics of interest. All of this will 
culminate on Friday, April 28. During the morning on that day we have a variety of speakers/presenters at 
school interacting with small groups of students.  We are starting to contact people who are involved in any area 
of the science field who would be good talking with middle school students. Speakers would repeat their 
presentation for four sessions. Their time at the middle school would be from 8:30 - 11:35 a.m. with lunch 
following. We would love to get 20 - 24 speakers and would like to get all the speakers in place soon. If you are 
that person, or if you know someone that you think would be great at this, please connect with Chris Achterhof 
at cachterhof@4hcs.org and provide the name of the person, their science field, and their contact information.  

EOCS Band Concert 
This week Thursday, Feb. 2, the 7th-8th Grade Band will be performing as part of the EOCS (Eastern Ottawa 
Christian Schools) Combined Band Concert.  The concert will take place at Fair Haven Church beginning at 
7:00 pm. Students should arrive at 6:40 and should wear our black and white concert "uniform" to this event.  
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"Peas Out Tuition, We've Got You Beet!" 
The 2023 Auction is coming soon and we are excited to again offer our tuition raffle! Please use this link for the 
"Peas Out Tuition, We've Got You Beet!" form to purchase your tickets. Please note that tickets are 5/$100 
through February 24 or $25 for one. After February 24, tickets are $25 each. Get your tickets now before we sell 
out! All the details are in the form, but feel free to email us at auction@4hcs.org with any questions. Don't get 
Beet on this opportunity! 

Don’t forget to start watching our Facebook Page for all the latest details about the auction and to get sneak 
peeks at some of the amazing items we have for this year! You may also win some auction bucks!  

Calling All Bakers! We need lots of delicious sweets & baked goods (brownies, cookies, cakes, pies, 
cupcakes, treat jars, etc.) for our "No Veggie Vendors" Dessert Stand at the upcoming HCS Auction on March 4. 
Please contact Jessica Hughes (email: jessicaellenhughes@yahoo.com or text/call: 616-292-3425) to sign up. 
Thank you!  
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Unity Christian New Student Nights  
Unity Christian is holding New Student Nights on February 1, 6, 8, and 13. All 8th grade families should have 
received a packet in the mail as well as an email with a link to sign up. If you have not received the packet and 
email and are interested in signing up for an evening, please contact Julie Essebaggers at 
jessebaggers@unitychristian.org or 669-1820. 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/chapel/
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/MS-Hot-Lunch-Schedule-22.23.pdf
mailto:cachterhof@4hcs.org
https://forms.gle/PFcay5Stnw22MBNP8
https://www.facebook.com/HudsonvilleChristianSchoolAuction/


Unity Christian Clay Shoot 
Unity Christian’s Annual Clay Shoot is coming March 4 at Blendon Pines. Shooters, wanna-be-shooters, never-
thought-I’d-do-this shooters, and non-shooting friends are all invited to participate in this fun-filled event! Check-
in will start at 8:30am and the event starts at 9am. The event includes the 50-round shooting course, event t-
shirt, pork roast lunch, prize drawings, and raffles. Cost is $75/shooter ($50/student shooter). Register a team of 
5 or sign up as an individual and we will place you in a group! Questions? Contact Jenna Zemaitis at 
kjzemfam@gmail.com. 

Middle School Bowling Team 
Unity Christian is pleased to offer a Middle School Bowling team for boys and girls in grades 6 - 8.  This 
program will run after school on Mondays and Wednesdays from March 6 – 29, and will consist of instruction 
and skill building, intra-squad matches, and a match formatted like high school with individual and baker games.  
It will be held at Hudsonville Lanes, and all experience levels are welcome!  The cost to participate is $70, and 
the deadline to register isMarch 1.  Please go to  https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/otherad/contentID/
39913716 for more information/scheduleand an on-line registration link.  

Unity Christian Flag Football for Boys Grades 2 – 7 
Unity Christian will be hosting a Saturday afternoon Flag Football Camp on February 4, 11, 18, and 25 for boys 
in 2nd through 7th grades.  Instruction will be given on basic skills, fundamentals, and rules of football, but the 
majority of the time will focus on playing flag football.  No experience is necessary and players of any level are 
encouraged to participate.  Boys in 2nd-3rd will meet from 12 – 1 p.m., 4th-5th will meet from 1:15 – 2:15 p.m., and 
6th-7th will meet from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.  Cost is $35, and the deadline to register is February 1.  Online 
registration and a flier with more information can be found at https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/
campsclinics/. 

Unity Summer Sports Camp Schedule and Registration Information 
Unity Christian will be hosting several summer sports camps for students ages three to 12th grade.  Our 
summer camp schedule is currently available on our website at this link, and registration will open on April 11.   
We look forward to hosting your students at Unity sports camps this summer! 

3 on 3 Basketball Tournament 
Allendale Christian School will be holding their 16th annual 3-on-3 basketball tournament on Saturday, March 
18, at Allendale High School! There will be divisions for boys and girls for each grade level in 3rd through 8th 
grade. Please visit www.facebook.com/ACS3on3/ for more details and to access the online registration form. 
Registration deadline is March 8, with an early registration discount through February 6. We hope to see you 
there! 

DivorceCare  
Fair Haven Church is offering a DivorceCare class/support group for people who are separated or divorced. In 
this group, participants will be with others who understand what they’re going through and will find help and 
hope as they put the pieces of their lives back together. Our leaders have experienced divorce themselves and 
want to give back to others who are on that journey. The group meets on Mondays from 6:30-8:30pm, January 
9-March 27. Join at any time. For more information click here.  

Fair Haven Church also offers DivorceCare for Kids (DC4K) on Mondays from 6:30-8:30, January 9-March 27. 
This class helps children ages 5-12 heal from the pain caused by the separation or divorce of their parents. The 
DC4K curriculum is faith-based and uses topical videos, craft projects and small group time to help kids process 
their feelings and hurts.  Our leaders have experienced divorce in some way themselves and have invested 
their time for many years to teach this class and help kids. Parents can register their kids at this link and they 
can join anytime.  
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February 2        EOCS Band Concert at Fair Haven Church 
February 3        Early Release 
February 10        Middle School Ski Club  
February 14 & 16        Parent/Teacher Conferences 
February 17        Teacher Day (no school for students) 
February 20        Winter Break (no school for students) 
February 24        HPS  Limited Busing AM & PM 
February 24        Middle School Ski Club 
March 4        HCS Auction 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xrURvdLxqNa6F6jn2F8ViilP-AA-_yq8O1ejUgIifhg/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1xrURvdLxqNa6F6jn2F8ViilP-AA-_yq8O1ejUgIifhg/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1v4w84TPnK19ERzYjDXVfMN3JerhIaB8_HDtICVWdXf0/edit
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/otherad/contentID/39913716
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/otherad/contentID/39913716
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
https://unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
https://www.unitychristianathletics.org/main/campsclinics/
http://www.facebook.com/ACS3on3/
http://www.divorcecare.org/groups/158615
https://harborchurches.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1523550
http://www.divorcecare.org/groups/158615


March 7        5th Grade Boys Sex Ed Night 
March 9,10,11        8th Grade Play 
March 14        MS Orientation for 5th Grade Parents 
March 17        Early Release 
March 20        HCS Society Meeting 
March 21       5/6/7/8 Orchestra Fiddle Fest at Fair Haven Church 
March 24       End of Third 9 Weeks 
March 31       Report Cards Posted 
March 30-April 7       Spring Break   

!  
  

● School Calendar – 2022-2023 
● HCS Parent Handbook  - 2022-2023 (Includes Middle School Handbook) 
● Middle School 2020-2021 Chromebook Use and Contract 
● Preschool (3 School, 4 School and NB 4 School) Handbook - 2022-2023 
● Kids' Corner Parent Handbook - 2022-2023 
● TRIP Order Form 
● TRIP On Demand Form 
● Jen-Hud Food Service Information 
● 8th Grade Play Schedule 
● Middle School Sports Schedule 

https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/2022-2023-calendar-with-pg-2-2.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/HCS-Parent-Handbook-22.23.docx.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/22-23-Acceptable-Use-and-Chromebook-Expectation-Contract.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Preschool-Handbook-22-23.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Kids-Corner-Parent-handbook-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TRIP-Scheduled-230109.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/TRIP-TOD-20230109.pdf
https://www.jenhudfood.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=15&catid=2&Itemid=101
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Play-Schedule-2022-2023.pdf
https://www.hudsonvillechristian.org/middle/athletics/

